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Colonial Secretary'’s Office, 

Victoria^ 17 th February ^ 1865. 

The following Tender has been accept- 
ed for the supply of clothing to the 
Police and Gaol Departments : 

Messrs. Roper & Co., Moleskin Trowsers 
$27 per dozen. Blue 8hirts, f Guernsey,) 
$18 per dozen. Blankets $6 per pair. 
Trowsers $7 50 per pair. Tunics $17 
each. Boots (long) $7 per pair. 

By His Excellency's command, 

Henry Wakeford. 

/. cting Colonial Secretary. 

Colon ia I iSec ret ary' s Office 
Victoria^ February ^ 1865. 

His Excellency the Governor directs it 
to be notiOed that the acceptance of any 
Tender for the construction of a bridge 
at Fisgard Lighthouse has been post- 
poned for the present, 

Henry Wakeford, 

Acting Colonial Secretary. 

Colonial Secretary' s Office^ 

Victoria^ 18t/i February^ 1865. 

His Excellency the Governor di- 
rects the publication, for general in- 
formation, of the following report of 
the Victoria Harbour Commission. 

By His Excellency's command, 
Henry Wakeford, 

Acting Colonial Secretary. 


Victoria, 28th February, 1862. 

Sir, — The Victoria Harbour Com- 
mission having brought their labours 
to a conclusion, I have the honor to 
enclose the following report, M'hich 


I request you will be good enough to 
lay before His Excellency the Gov- 
ernor. 

1 have, &c., 

George Henry Richards, 

Chairman, 

W. A. G. Young, Esq. 

Colonial Secretary, 

Vancouver Island. 


Victoria, 28th February, 1862. 

Sir, — In pursuance of the Commis- 
sion issued by your Excellency, con- 
stituting us a Board, with powers to 
enquire into the defects and impedi- 
ments which exist in Victoria Har- 
bour, and to report on the most desi- 
rable means to be adopted for re- 
medying and permanently removing 
the same ; we have called before us 
such persons as we considered most 
competent to afford information on 
the subject, and having likewise care- 
fully compared tlie Admiralty charts 
of former dates, with those more re- 
cently constructed, and personally 
examined the Barbour by taking 
soundings and V>ovings of the bed of 
the cliannel, and the diiferent rocks 
which obstruct and limit the accom- 
modation for shipping, we have now 
the honor to submit for your consid- 
eration the following report: 

Ist. The Harbour in its present 
condition will only admit of the en- 
trance of vessels of 18 feet draught 
at the highest stage of the water, 
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while more commonly those of 15 
feet, encounter delay as well as risk 
of grounding. The rise and fall of 
the tide rarely exceeds 10 feet and is 
more frequently less. 

2. The entrance is narrow and 
turns a sharp angle, which renders it 
difficult for along ship to enter at the 
highest tide without getting on shore, 
and across the narrowest part, a bar 
extends for a considerable distance, 
with as little as 8 feet on it at low 
water. 

3. The accommodation for ship- 
ping within the Harbour and alongside 
the wharves is very limited, owing to 
the western half of the pool, between 
Songhies point and the old bridge, 
having a bed of rocks, the tops of 
which in several instances are uncov- 
ered at low tides, or nearly so, as also 
to the general shallowness of the 
water, which obliges ships to lie on 
the ground during certain stages of 
the tide, a circumstance very detri- 
mental to merchant vessels with 
heavy cargoes. 

4. By a comparison of the old with 
more recent surveys, the depth of 
water on the bar appears to have de- 
creased between 2 and 3 feet during 
the last 15 years, while at the anchor- 
age and alongside the wharves there 
has been a filling up to a much great- 
er extent; this may probably be at- 
tributed to the throwing overboard 
of rubbish, ashes, &c., from the nu- 
merous vessels wdiich have frequent- 
ed the Port during the last few years, 

— to the drainage of a large and in- 
creasing town, as Avell as to natural 
causes. 

5. As regards the meai;s desirable 
to be adopted for the removal of these 
impediments, w^e are of opinion that 
although it ma}^ not be practicable 
to widen the channel at the entrance 
to any very con»iderable extent, yet 
that it may be materially improved 
by removing tlie sand spit wdiich now 
extends off Shoal Point, and thus do- 
ing aw^ay with the sudden turn, wdiich 
constitutes one of the greatest diffi- 
culties to the entrance of large ships. 

6. That it is also practicable to 
deepen the channel by six feet or 
probably more by means of dredg- 
ing. The bar, so lar as w^e liave been 
able to ascertain by boring, is com- 
posed of small stones, sand, and shells, 
covered by a layer of mud, from one 
to tw^o feet in depth, and although 
it is impossible to state wdth positive 
certainty, ive believe that there arc 
no impediments in the bed of the 
Harbour wdiich will materially iniiw- 
fere wdth the formation of a channel I 
of 14 or 15 feet in depth at the low'- I 
est stage of the tide. 

7. Except on the bar and in the 
neighborhood of tlie rocky ledges, the 
bottom appears to be composed of 
soft mud, into wdiich the boring rod 
penetrated generally to the depth of 


10 feet without difficulty, therefore it 
would seem to be quite practicable to 
provide the necessary depth and ac- 
commodation at the anchorage and 
alongside the wdiarves. 

8. The entire removal of the rocky 
bed w^hich occupies one-half the pool, 
betwmen Songliies point and the old 
bridge, wmnld seem to be neither 
practicable nor necessary, and under 
any circumstances w^oukl be attended 
wdth an enormous outlay of money, 
but WQ think it wmuld be highly de- 
sirable to blast aw^ay such portions as 
rise so near the surface as to endan- 
ger vessels entering or leaving near 
high wuter, and thus to obtain a uni- 
form depth over this bed ; and the 
first of these wdiich should be remov- 
ed is that part of the ledge known as 
the Beaver Kock, whicli has only twm 
or three feet on it at low tides, and 
is very ninch in the w^ay of ships 
entering or leaving the Harbour. 

9. James Bay, though at present 
very shoal, is capable of being very 
considerably deepened, its bed being 
composed of soft mud, there is con- 
siderable accommodation for wharf- 
age on both its shores, as well as an- 
chorage in the centre, and we consider 
this a very important part of the 
Harbour. It may be here remarked 
that its head, above the bridge, dries 
at low w^ater, and is likely as tlie towui 
increases to become extremely offen- 
sive and injurious in a sanitary point 
of view^, and it seems w orthy of con- 
sideration wdiether this portion might 
not be reclaimed by filling in, and 
thus become a scourcc of revenue to 
be applied to the improvement of 
the Harbour. 

10. The removal of the old bridge, 
wdiich WQ understand is immediately 
to take place, wall add considerably 
to the accommodation for shipping, 
and the facilities for constructing 
lines of wharves; and, looking to the 
comparatively limited extent of the 
Harbour, no piers or wdiarves should 
be allow'ed to extend further into the 
stream than those already in exist- 
ence, and iu the construction of any 
newMmes, either above or below^ the 
bridge, the projection should be lim- 
ited to the smallest extent consistent 
wdth a due regard to a sufficient 
depth, either existing or to be obtain- 
ed by dredging, and should moreover 
exhibit one uniform line of .w'ater 
frontage, closed in by strong plank- 
ing or masonry from high w^ater mark 
to the rock bed of the Harbour, and 
this latter recommendation should be 
applied to all wffiarves, wdiether now 
iu existence or to be hereafter con- 
st I'ucted. 

11. To carry out the improvements 
thus specified, or indeed, with the rap- 
idly iiicroaslng traffic, to preserve the 
Haidjour in its present state, it wdll 
be necessary to procure a dredging 
inachiiie, and taking into considcra- 
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tion the extensive nature of the work 
to be performed wo recommend tliat 
it should be constructed on the best 
and most approved principle, viz : 
that gcneraliv adopted in the har- 
bours of the United Kingdom — a sc- 
ries of buckets on an endless cliain. 

12. For tlie removal of rocks by 
blasting, a diving-bell is an indispen- 
sable aid, and is also actually neces- 
sary in coinjunction with the dredg- 
ing machine. A small tug steamer 
would be required to tow tlie punts 
with the soil removed by tlie dredge, 
in order to deposit it at a sufficient 
distance outside the Harbour, this 
^vould be far more economical tlian 
landing it on any part of tlie shore. 

18. Before concluding this of 
the subject, we would desire to im- 
press on your l^jxcellency the ex- 
tensive nature of the undertakii;g 
here proposed, and to guard against 
the expectation, that any permanent 
results can be looked for under a se- 
ries of years. To elfectually remove 
the bar at the entrance, to deepen 
the channel to the extent necessary 
to scoop out the wlioJo basin of tlie 
anchorage, as proposed, and to re- 
move the rocks scattered over it, 
Avouid doubtless involve a very co]i- 
siderable outlay, and Avould require 
the undivided attention, and sutior- 
intendence of an Fmgincer, experien- 
ced in sucli operations, and it does 
not seem to us probable tliat such a 
work could lie completed, under fa- 
vorable circumstances, v/ith one 
dredging machine within a period of 
six or seven years; but whether it is 
decided ,to undertake the greater 
operation of permanently enlarging 
and deepening the Harbour, or Avlieth- 
er it will be deemed sufficient, so far 
to improve it by deepening tlie 
bar so as to alloAv vessels of 14 feet 
draught to enter at all times of tide, 
or even to preserve it in its present 
state of efficiency, tlie dredging ma- 
chine and diving-hell will be equally 
necessary, indeed under either of the 
circumstances considered, they will 
bo iiidispcnsible. 

14. In order to make this state- 
ment the more ])lain, and to give a 
more exact idea of the Avork contem- 
plated, AA^c append a tracing of the 
Harbour Avitli the different portions 
of the AAmrk required marked, in sec- 
tions, shoAving tlio number of cubic 
yards to be dredged iu eacli to re- 
duce tlic bottom to the uniform 
depth of 14 feet on the bar, an<l lb 
feet witliiu the Harbour atloAv water 
together Avith an a])proxiinate esti- 
mate, of the first outlay to obtain (lie 
necessary iihuit, witli the ]>robable 
annual expense of Avorking the same. 
We also a])pord an extract from a re- 
port of a Avork of a similar cliaracter 
noAv carrying out in tlic river Clyd(^ 
in Scotland, wlicre live dredging ma- 
cliiiios are constantly cm])]oyed, from 


Avhich it will be seen that daring a 
period of four years the average 
amount of soil removed was 57,200 
cubic yards per annum for each ma- 
chine, at an average cost of 10 pence 
per cubic yard. 

15. It Avill be observed that in the 
accompanying estimates, no provision 
has been made for the removal of 
rocks, an operation in itself entirely 
distinct from the dredging. 

10. There are afeAv other points, 
Avhich, thougii not involving any con- 
siderable outlay of money, are only 
second in importance to the essential 
ones just enumerated, and will go far 
to maintain the efficiency and con- 
venience of Victoria as a commercial 
port Avhen once so established; there 
are likewise some matters of detail, 
Avhich, though perhaps not generally 
included in a report of this nature, 
may not be considered out of place 
in this particular instance. 

17. A Harbour light A\"ould be of 
great assistance to vessels entering 
at night, especially passenger steam- 
ers from Fraser River, and Ave con- 
sider Cohdilc Island to be tlie most 
eligible site for it; we recommend on 
account of tlic numerous Indian fires 
and other lights constantly exposed 
near tlio Harbour, that the light 
should be a colored one, or Avhat is 
})referablc a combination of bright 
and red by two lanterns; the light 
in this position Avould not interfere 
Avitii the sea lights outside, nor could 
it be mistaken for that on Fisgard 
Island by vessels bound for Esqui- 
m:dt. 

18. The practice of throwing into 
the liarbour or under the Avharves, 
rubbish, ashes, &c., from the different 
vessels should be strictly prohib- 
ited, and a suitable boat or light- 
er should bo provided for the 
purpose of receiving such refuse, a 
place being appointed in some part of 
the liarbour above high Avater mark 
for its fn ltd reception. 

19. The Avant of a public landing 
place is severely felt, and Ave strongly 
recommend that one be established 
at an early period in such a position 
that bo its may land at all times of 
the tide, and that no vessels or boats 
be permitted to lie alongside of it, or 
to impede the lauding of passengers, 
Ac. 

20. We liave made ourselves ac- 
quainted with the Harbour Froclam- 
atiou of 1858, and Ave consider that 
it provhles iu almost every respect 
forthoproper rcgulat'oii of admatters 
falling Avithiii the province of the Har- 
bour Master, but its provisions ap- 
pear to have been totally disregarded, 
and we cannot learn tliat any penalty 
lias ever been enforced or conviction 
t iken place for a breach of the laAVs 
therein laid doAvn. Finally, Ave are of 
opinion that the appoiiitmeiit of the 

j Harbour Master, as it at present ex- 


iBts iti conjunction with another office 
is totally incompatible with the due 
performance of the important func- 
tions which should devolve on him in 
the former capacity^ viz ; the rigid 
enforcement of the regulations before 
alluded to, as well as the general di- 
rection of the improvements recom- 
mended, in conjunction with the 
Superintending Engineer, and we 
recommend that he should have at 
his disposal a boat and crew in order 
that he may keep himself personally 
acquainted with the depth of the 
Harbour, and perform his various 
duties afloat in an efficient manner, 
We have the honor to be your Ex- 
cellency’s obedient servants, 

(Signed,) George Henry Eichards, 
Joseph W. Tru^ch, 

John Gastineau, 

J. Despard Pemberton, 
W. A, Mouatt, 

John J. Cochrane. 

To His Excellency James Douglas, 
Esq., C. B,, &c.,&c., (fee., Governor of 
Vancouver Island. 


Approximate Estimate of cost in Vic- 
toria Harbour of a Steam Dredge of 
20 h. p. engine, and of the Plant 
necessary for working the same: 

Steam Dredge, £5000 0 0 

12 Scows, 1500 0 0 

Tugsteamer,20h.p.engine, 1500 0 0 

Diving Bell, 500 0 0 

Workshop, forge, tools and 

sundries, 1000 0 0 


£9500 0 0 


Approximate Estimate of Annual ex- 
pense of keeping Dredge at work; 
Wages of 

1 Engineer for Dredge at 

£30 per month, £360 0 0 

1 Assistant do at £20 do 240 0 0 
4 Laborers do at £9 do 432 0 0 
1 Engineer for Tug, £30 do 360 0 0 

3 Laborers do, at £9 do 324 0 0 

4 do with the scows, £9 do 432 0 0 
1 Blacksmith, £30 do 360 0 0 
1 Assistant, £12 do 144 0 0 

600 tons of coal, at 30s, per 
ton, being a consumption 
of 2 tons per diem to each 
engine for 150 days full 
ivorking time, 900 0 0 


Oil, tallow, waste, and sun- 
dries, for both engines,, . 250 0 0 
Contingencies for materials, 
and repairs to machinery, 
at 10 per cent, on cost of 
same, viz: £9500, 950 0 0 


£4752 0 0 


Tabular statement of the working 
expenses of five steam dredges on 
the River Clvde, during the years 
1841, 1842, 1843, and 1844, and of 
the work done by them during that 
period : 


Year ending 

Amount 

Expended. 

Cubic yards 
excavated. 

Rate per 
cubic yard. 


£ 8. d. 


£ 8. d. 

I)e". 2.5, IHl 

11,841 18 2 

218,110 

0 X 1 

*• 24. 1848 

13,6 12 n .3 

313,810 

0 0 loir 

“ 2 . 3 ; 1843 

9,742 7 6>^ 

294,440 

0 0 8 

“ 21, ]844| 10,659 3 8 

317,660 

0 0 8 


The above steam dredges were 
from 12 to 22 h. p. engines and con- 
sumed from 15 J to 18 fibs, of coal per 
h, p. per hourr The whole cost of 
the 5 dredges, a steam tug, 2 diving 
bells, and 160 punts was £39,000, 


PASSPORTS. 

Colonial Secretary^ Office, 
Victoria^ 2Bth January ^ 1865. 

His Excellency the Governor di- 
rects it to be notified for public in- 
formation, that passports for British 
Subjects about to enter the United 
States of America, will be granted on 
Tuesdays and Fridays at the Colonial 
Secretary's office, between the hour* 
j of 12 and 2 p.m. 

By His Excellency’s command. 

Henry Wakeford, 
Acting Colonial Secretary. 


Colonial Secretary's Office^ 

Jiaie 4^/t,lS64. 

His Excellency the Governor directs 
it to be notified for general information 
that all notices, &c., intended for inser- 
tion in the Government Gazette, must be 
forwarded to the Colonial Secretary be- 
fore eleven o’clock, on the morning of the 
Saturday preceding the publication of the 
number in which they are proposed to 
appear. 

By His Excellency's command, 

Henhy Wakeford. 

Acting Colonial Secretary, 
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SALE OP FORFEITED LANDS. 

Colonial Sttretary^M Ofitif, 
Victoria^ 31 January 1865, 

His Excellency the Governor directs it to be notified, for the information of 
all'Persons, holding Land in any of the surveyed Districts, that unless the instal- 
ments due by them, are paid into the Land Office on or before the 31st day of 
May next, such Lands Will be absolutely forfeited, and will be positively 
BOLD at Public Auction, dn the 30th day of August next. The sections of Land 
in respect of which instalments are dile on Lands soM prior to the Land Proclam* 
ation Act of 1861, are stated in the following Schedule with the names of the 
original or supposed owners. 

By His Excellency’s command, 

Henry Wakeb^obd, 

Acting Colonial Secretary. 

SOITEID-CrLE- 

Showing the amounts due on Lands sold prior to the Land Proclalnation Act 

1861. (Exclusive of Interest.) 


•Ij 

Name of Original Purchaser or 



Amount due 

PYpIllftlVA Ylf 

S a 

O P 

supposed owner. 

Number Of Section. 

District. 

t/AVIUolVt? 

Interest. 











$ 

Ct8. 

32 

Archibald Muir, James Duncan, 

YII 

Sooke 

363 

75 

41 

William Simms, Edward Vine, 

XL 

Metchosin, 

407 

40 

44 

Robert Weir, 

LVI 

do 

96 

86 

49 

John McGregor, Robert Weir, 

XXXII 

do 

208 

65 

67 

Robert Anderson, 

LXXVm, LXXIX 

Victoria 

219 

50 

59 

William Foot, 

c 

Lake 

243 

25 

61 

David Cameron, 

x.'cxni 

Esquimau 

300 

45 

63 

Samuel Richetts, 

XXII 

Lake 

190 

40 

64 

James Duncan, 

XI IV.' LI 

Esquimau 

237 

28 

73 

David Cameron, 

XXXIV, Cl 

do 

509 

25 

84 

Peter Merriman, 

1 VIII 

Victoria 

313 

20 

96 

P W Wallace, Wm. Solleck, 

1.XV1I 

Esquimau 

116 

91 

103 

George McKenzie, 

cv 

do 

106 

70 

115 

William Thompson, 

I W, 8 S 
( I. II. W 4, S ) 
till, W 4-5SJ 

^Sbuth Saanich 

52 

16 

126 

H. Finlay son, William Ihomson, 

do 

642 

16 

128 

George Deeks, * 

I, E, 9, 10 S 

do 

281 

30 

131 

Thomas Bridges, M. Tuite, 

III E, 6 S 

do 

137 

64 

132 

Alexander C Anderson, 

IW, 16, n, 18 N 

North Saanich 

817 

64 

136 

John Miles, Thomas Harris, 

(IIW. 21, 22 N I 
t IIIW, 21N J 

do 

206 

61 

136 

A. F. Main, M. Tuite, 

III E, 7, 8 S 

South Saanich 

375 

29 

139 

do , W. Sullock, 

III B, 10, S 

do 

237 

65 

140 

L. Lowenberg, J Forton, 

I E, 4, S 

do 

97 

65 

U2 

do F. Boileau, 

II E, 4, S 

do 

118 

82 . 

144 

J. M. Thain, Thomas Harris, 

I W, 8 N 

North Saanich 

47 

53 

146 

J S Helmcken, 

IIW, 8, 9, ION 

do 


10 

155 

Edward Green, 

II, III, E, 5 N 

do 

177 

02 

169 

John Coles, or Thomas Harris, 

( I, II W, 6, 7 N ) 
t IIIW, 6-7 N \ 

do 

500 

19 

170 

M Rowland, or J. M. Yale, 

XCVI, XCVII 

Lake 

1371 

33 

171 

L. Trudell, 

III B, 4, 6 S 

South Saanich 

167 

09 

174 

John Stevens, 

CII 

Lake 

242 

50 

182 

William Hunt, 

XLVII, XLVIII 

Esquimau 

32 

16 

256 

G. W. Heaton, A Peatt, 

LX XI 

do 

352 

83 

261 

H. Richards, George Welch, 

LXX 

do 

240 

07 

268 

A. Peatt, 

LXXIV, LXXV 

do 

363 

75 

729 

Anderson & Co., 


Barclay Sound 

2000 

00 




Total, 

$1177.3 

89 


Slst January, 18654 


B. W. PE ARSE, 

Acting Surveyor General. 
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